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Rosemont students spend break working in L.A.

By ARLENE EDMONDS
SpeEcIAL TO THE CS&T

While their counterparts were either at
home unwinding or vacationing during
spring break, a group of Rosemont College
students learned much about giving back to
Catholic schools in a southern California
municipality last week.

Five students and other volunteers traveled
to sections of South and South Central Los
Angeles and joined the South Central Los
Angeles Ministry Project (LAMP) and the
Response-Ability program from March 1-7.
Both are outreach initiatives of the Sisters of
the Holy Child Jesus, who sponsor Rosemont
College, to help improve the environment of
inner-city schools.

“This trip was definitely more hands-on
than when [ went to the Dominican Republic
in 2007 for spring break,” said Kierra Bay-
nard of West Philadelphia, who celebrated her
birthday during last week’s alternative trip.
“What I learned is no matter how small a
deed you contribute, it does not go unnoticed
and it is always appreciated.”

For Baynard, a sociology major, her great-
est joy was working with the children. She
said they were particularly responsive to the
volunteers who read to them. While some of
her peers were involved in office projects,
Baynard helped a teacher with a large class-
room population grade papers.

“He just had so many students and needed
a helping hand, and his appreciation really
made me realize that this trip was worth it,”
Baynard said.

Campus minister Joshua Snyder also felt
that the service trip went really well. “The
whole purpose was to give the students a
greater sense of the ministries of the Society
of the Holy Child Jesus,” Snyder said. “From
this trip they realized that they were part
of a global perspective of service. Yet they
worked with individuals. That’s really the
whole perspective and mission of Rosemont
College.”

Response-Ability trains college graduates
to serve in the inner city in several locations.
It trains and coaches new volunteer teachers
at 14 schools in Philadelphia, Washington,
D.C., Los Angeles, the Dominican Republic

and Chile.

The program has 18 teachers at present,
including those serving at Our Mother of
Sorrows School in West Philadelphia and
Visitation B.V.M. in North Philadelphia.

The Rosemont students lived with the
Response-Ability volunteers and assisted
LAMP in providing adult education and
English classes.

They also helped in a child care pro-
gram that provides academically focused
activities while parents are enrolled in its
programs.

The volunteers spent another day read-
ing to students in small groups. At St. Paul
School, for instance, they were able to help
kindergarteners create artwork on a huge
canvas. Over at St. Gregory School, some
volunteers engaged in a clerical project by
completing long-overdue paperwork.

“This is really more of an eye-opening ex-
perience of looking and seeing what is lack-
ing in the community,” said Elizabeth Eager,
executive director of Response-Ability. “It
also (shows) what people of poverty have to
offer. The most powerful thing was seeing
how joyful the students were, or how joyful
the community was even though they had
so little in terms of material things.

“It just opens up different connections
for people and makes people more aware
of the different projects and possibilities,”
she said.

The Society of the Holy Child Jesus was
founded in 1846. Since that time it has
worked continuously to fulfill the wishes
of Philadelphia-born foundress Cornelia
Connelly in adapting educational methods
and community outreach to “meet the wants
of the age,” as she said.

“The alternative spring break trip is just
one example of how the Society continues
to make a difference in the lives of many,”
said Sister Anita Quigley, a member of the
Society’s American Province Leadership
Team.

i
Arlene Edmonds is a freelance writer
and St. Raymond of Penafort parishioner.
She may be reached at ArleneEdmonds@
aol.com.
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SERVICE PROJECT IN SOUTH CENTRAL L.A. — Rosemont College students
take part in an outreach initiative of the Sisters of the Holy Child Jesus, working for
a week to improve the environment of inner-city schools in Los Angeles. From left,
front row, Amira Alexander, Maya Davis, Kierra Baynard, Jacqueline Harper; back
row, Christine Chiosi and Joshua Snyder.
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